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S.E  QUEL 


O  F    A 


P  A  M  P  H  L  E  T,  d'c. 


I  Ought  to  preface  this  Paper  with 
an  Apology  to  the  Author  of  the 
Obfervations^  for  the  Title  I  have 
chofen ;  fince  it  looks  as  if  I  thought 
any  thing  neceflary  to  be  added  to  a 
Book  that  in  three  Sheets  has  expofed 
the  Motives  and  Tendency  of  all 
A  1  the 


(  o 

the    elaborate    Sc^Ndal    of   as    many 
Years. 

Nor  fhouM  I  be  lefs  uniuil  to  that 
Work,  in  feemingto  imagine  that  the 
quaint^  Joofe  Piece  that  calls  i  tie  If  an 
Anfvver,  dcferves  any  Reply  ;  T  there- 
fore declare  I  do  not  mean  this  Pa- 
per as  inch,  and  will  neither  return 
that  Author's  Shuttlecock  nor  his  Bully 
by  making  Remarks  on  his  Perfor- 
mance as  he  promiles  (  Page  the  4th  ) 
he  will  do  q§  the  Obfervations,  iiuith^ 
out  any  Regard  to  the  Thhjg  it  felf^ 
or  the  Author  of  it. 

All  I  Ihall  fay  is,  thit  I  am 
now  lefs  furprized  Mr.  Danvers  fhould 
grudge  the  French  any  Recruits  in 
Ireland^  fince  it  is  fo  plain  he  makes 
his  own   there. 

But  fmce  the  Craftfinan  infifts 
fo  much  on  his  Authority  from  Hil^ 
tory,  for  all  the  Pro pofit ions  he  ad- 
vances, and  on  his  Fidelity  to  his 
Authors  in  all  his  Qiiotations,  I  fhall 

take 
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t.ikc  the  Liberty  to  giv^e  one  Example 
■At  Icafl:  of  his  dcviatina;  from  thefe 
Rules  ;  that  he  may  no  longer  Eccho 
hack  to  his  Opponents,  a  Deiiince  fo 
otten  thrown  to  his  own  Clan,  of 
producing  any.  particular  Inftance  to 
juftify  a  general  Charge. 


T  fuppofe  the  Fear  of  growing  te- 
dious, prevented  the  Author  of  the 
Ohfervations  from  defcending  too 
minutely  into  Proofs  oi^  this  Nature; 
and  the  fame  Coniideration  v.'ill  make 
me  confine  my  felf  (  at  leavt  for  the 
prcicnt)    to  one  only. 

That  one  fliall  be  to  juftify  a 
Pafla^e  in  the  Obfervations,  where  it 
is  fciid,  that  the  (raftfrnaii's  Accounts 
of  the  Dcad^  are  fometlmes  Tittle  j'^Jler 
than  his  Suggcjlions  of  the  Lhifig  ; 
and  that  he  hardly  ajperfes  the  Me- 
mory of  the  One^  Icfs  than  he  falfi- 
fies  the  CharaHcr  of  the  other. 

A  Pridice  not  lefs  injudicious  in 
the  Craftjman  than  unfair,  fince   it  is 

a  cor- 
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a  corroborating  Proof,  together  with 
his  Italichs^  of  the  'Credit  due  to  his 
Sincerity,  when  he  fiiickims  any  Pa- 
rallels or  Allulions  meant  in  his  Wri- 
tings, and  cndcav^ours  poorly  and 
childiihly  by  the  Dodrine  of  qui- 
capt  tile  faclt^  to  transfer  the  Trea- 
*fon  from  the  Authors,  to  the  Ex- 
pounders  of  his  Papers, 

I N  his  Diflertation  upon  Edward  the 
Fourth's  .^ueeriy  he  infills  ilrongly, 
that  the  Downfal  of  the  Houle  of 
Torkj  was  intirely  owing  to  the  bad 
Policy  of  her  Condud. 

B  u  T  in  Oppofition  to  this  Aflcr- 
tion,  I  beg  Leave  to  offer  my  Thoughts 
to  the  Publick,  and  will  produce  no 
Authority  to  juftify  a  contrary  Opi- 
nion, but  Extracts  from  his  own 
Gofpel,  the  Hiftory  of  Rapin, 

From  thence  it  will  plainly  ap- 
pear, that  the  Duke  of  Gloucejte)\ 
and  the  Duke  of  Bticl'nigham^  were 
the  Principal  Actors    in    this  wicked 

Scene, 
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Scene,  that  contributed  Step  by  Step 
to  transfer  the  Crown  back  from  the 
Hoiife  of  T'ork  to  the  Earl  of  Rich- 
tnondy  who  was  then  the  only  re- 
rnainin^  Branch  of  that  of  Lati- 
cajier. 


o 


This  Prince  (afterwards  Henry  the 
Seventh)  had  long  lived  an  Exile  from 
his  own  Country,  almoft  forgotten 
there,  and  in  all  probability  had  died 
fo,  if  the  Ambition  and  Intrigues 
of  thcfe  ti;uo  Mcn^  had  not,  by  the 
Commotions  they  made  in  the  State, 
wrought  a  Change  in  his  Favour, 
which  the  poor  weak  Remnants 
of  his  own  drooping  Faction,  with- 
out fuch  Recruits,  could  never  have 
effected. 

I F  this  was  the  Cafe,  it  cannot 
fure  be  thought  improper  here,  pre- 
vioufly  to  confider  the  Characters  of 
thcfe   two  Men. 

B  For 
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For  the  Duke  of  Glouccfter^  thd 
whole  World  knows,  that  as  his  Crimes 
made  hirn  the  Dcteftatfon  of  his  Co- 
temporaries,  and  a  Reproach  to  his  Ad- 
herentSj  ^o  will  they  render  his  Name 
odious  to  all  Pofterity,  and  the  pro- 
verbial Infamy  of  every  bad  Man  that 
ihall  ever  be  compared  to  him. 

R  AP  IN  in  the  Fourth  Vol.  of  his 
Hiftory,  Pag.  374,  fays,  fbaf  if  Credit 
is  to  he  given  to  the  Generality  of  His- 
torians, the  Fatbits  of  his  Heart  'werefb 
great  and  fo  numerous,  that  it  'would 
he  difficult  to  find  another  CharaBer 
equally  had  in  all  Hifiory. 

I  doubt  not  but  I  fhall  be  told 
by  the  Flatterers  of  the  Duke,  and 
Libellers  of  the  Queen,  that  Rapin 
in  the  lame  Page  tells  us  too,  //  was 
the  Fajljion  for  the  Writers  in  the 
Reigns  of  Henry  the  Seventh  and 
Eighth,  to  exagerate  his  Crimes,  in 
order  to  make  their  court  to  the  Prince 
upon  the  Throne. 

But 
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But  the  oriy  Example  Rapin  gives 
of  this  Fact,  is  the  Iniputarion  of  his 
hivina;  committed  two  Murthers  with 
his  ov\  n  H  .nd  ;  which,  whether  he 
officiated  at  the  Execution  or  not,  no 
body  doubts  his  ad-vifing  and  contri- 
ving. 

R^P IN  tells  us,  Page  374,  that 
his  hnmeajurahle  Ambition  put  htm 
upon  feveral  yi^ions  unworthy  of  a 
Chrijimn  ;  for  tho'  Amhttton^  lays  he, 
may  he  pleaded  tn  Extenuation  of  fome 
jlight  Failings^  yet  the  Enormity  of 
his  Crimes,  =tL'as  not  excujahle  even 
by  that  Pajfion. 

The  bcft  he  can  fay  of  him,  (and 
what  no  body  will  deny)  is,  that  he 
did  not  \v:.nt,  what  is  q^^A  Parts : 
H'hich  might  have  acquired  him  (  as 
he  lays )  a  much  better  Reputation  if 
they  had  taken  a  righter  Turn^  and  been 
applied  to  other  L'Jes. 

H  E  adds  to  this  an  Encomium  upon 

his  Judgment,  which  I  look  upon  to  be 

B  2  more 
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more  dlfpu table  ^  he  calls  It  trcs  foTide^ 
but  fevcral  Inftances  he  gives  in  the. 
Courfe  of  his  Hiftory,  where  that  Judg- 
ment fail'd  him,  folid  as  it  was.  One 
Example  of  its  being  defective,  and  in 
a  very  material  Occurrence  may  be 
feen  Pag.  371. 

A  M  o  T  H  E  R  Point  in  which  Rapn 
afFeds  to  commend  him,  (either  from  a 
vanity  in  running  Counter  to  received 
Opinions,  or  that  of  being  able  to  dil- 
cover  what  has  flip'd  the  Obfervations 
of  others)  is  the  great  Regard  he  had  for 
the  Adminiftration  of  Juftice  ;  but  this 
Regard  he  acknowledges  was  ihown  in 
fuch  Gales  only,  as  never  interfered 
with  his  own  particular  Intereft  ;  for 
wherever  that  was  in  the  leaft  Degree 
concerned,  he  owns,  Pag.  "^y ^^  that  the 
Duke  made  Jio  Scruple  of  overturmng  all 
Laws  J  confounding  all  Rights  and  "viola-^ 
t'lng  all  Equity, 

So  that  this  Shadow  of  aCommenda- 
tioHp  in  my  Opinion  amounts  to  no  more 

than 
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than  telling  us,  that  be  ^as  always 
endeavouring  to  regulate  the  ConduB  of 
others  hy  Rules  he  never  objerved  him- 
felf  \  and  fJjeixid  he  knew  enough  of 
Right  and  JVrong^  to  prove  that  all 
his  Faults  were  the  Defers  of  his 
Hearty  atid  not  the  Errors  of  his  Un- 
derftanding, 

Pag.  "i^y^^  Rapin^-:xYs^  there  is  a  Pen 
that  has  endeavoured  to  whiten  this 
CharaBer  ^  but  as  that  Author  is  obli- 
ged in  the  Profccution  of  fuch  a  De/ign^ 
often  to  advance  things  'which  are  not 
ftriBly  true^fo  he  has  fieither  got  any 
great  Credit  for  himfelfby  the  Underta- 
kings nor  contributed  much  to  the  Jujli- 
fie  at  ion  of  his  Hero. 

The  Duke  of  Buclcingham^  accord- 
ing to  Rapin^  Pag.  346,  was  a  Man  of 
a  lively s  ready ^  and  penetrating  Capa- 
city ;  extre?7jely  proud,  anibitiouSy  and 
revengeful, 

HE  had  during  the  latter  Part  of 
the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Fourth  aBed 
j  often 
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often  in  Concert  ^ith  the  Dtile  of 
Gloucefter,  but  the  Keafra  of  his  at- 
taching  himjeJf  Jo  much  7:}ore  clojely  to 
htm  upon  the  ^ccef/io/?  of  his  So?:.,  nzas 
the  inveterate  and  irreconc'tleable  Ha- 
tred he  hore  to  the  j^een. 

Pag.  350.  He  is  reprefented  fo 
warm  in  his  Enmities,  that  in  account- 
ing for  one  of  his  Steps,  R,r,pin  lays, 
I  defer i be  the  Duke  <?/" Buckingham,  on 
this  Occa/wnj  a^ing  upon  a  Principle 
of  Revenge-^  becaufe  it  is  difficult  to 
perf'wade  one's  f elf  that  a  Man  of  his 
Stamp  could  proceed  on  a  more  noble- 
Motive, 

As  thcfe  two  Men  were  the  Incen-^ 
diaries  of  all  the  Faclions  in  the  King- 
dom ;  I  think  it  will  be  very  ealy  to 
Ihow  by  what  Steps  their  Conduct  pro- 
duced that  Change,  which  is  fo  impro- 
bably, as  well  as  falfely  afcribed  to  the 
Counfels  of  the  Queen,  who  evidently 
had  or  could  have  Nothing  at  Heart, 
but  the  Security  of  her  Husband,  and 
the  Succellion  of  her  Children,   which 

by 
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by  no  one  violent  Step  ftie  ever  endan^ 
ger'd. 

The  Family  of  Ed'ward  the  Fourth 
was  lb  numerous,  and  the  Nation  ^o 
weary  of  a  dii'puted  Title,  (as  the 
CraftJ?nan  has  obferv'd)  that  there  was 
very  little  likelihood  of  the  Failure  of 
his  IfTuc,  and  lefs  Probability  ftill  of 
the  People  controverting  anew  his  and 
their  Right  to  the  Crov/n  ;  when  the 
wicked  and  working  Spirit  of  the 
Duke  of  GJouceftcr^  firft  projected  his 
Scheme  of  depriving  the  eftablilhed 
and  lawful  Heirs  of  the  SuccefFion. 

I  cannot  be  juftified  by  Rap'in  in 
f^yin^fa'fiproje}^ed,  fince  p.  317,  we 
are  told,  How  dijjiciiJt  it  is  to  difio'ver 
when  that  Dejign  was  frji  laid  by  the 
Duke  of  Glouccfter  ;  but  that  euery 
Step  he  made  after  the  Death  of  Ed- 
ward the  Fourth^  tended  fo  dire^Iy  to 
the  depofrng  of  bis  Son^  that  any  one 
mufi  be  blind^  not  to  perceive  his  whole 
Condu^^  from  that  Time^  was  one  u- 

niform 


(  i6  ) 

mform    Series  of  Iniquity    upon  thai 
Plan, 

RylPIN  tells  us  in  the  fame  Page, 
That  the  ilonduB  of  the  Duhe  of  Buck- 
ingham jufi  at  the  Death  of  Edward 
the  Fourth^  makes  it  more  doubtful 
m)hat  it  ^was  he  defi-gned ;  and  whether 
he  really  at  firfl  intended  to  abet  the 
Dule  of  Glouct^Qx  in  fetting  aftde  the 
iieiso  King ;  or  only  endeavoured^  from 
a  Spirit  of  Jmbi'tion  and  Refentment^ 
to  "work  himfelfinto  the  yldminifirationy 
and  overturn  thofe  employed  in  the  late 
Reign, 

But  ft  is  very  clear  by  all  Accounts, 
that  if  the  Duke  o{  Buckinirham  was 
not  at  firft  an  Accomplice  in  the  Duke 
oiGlouceflefs  Treachery,  he  ^was  at 
leaf  fo  long  his  Dupe^  that  he  was  for ^ 
ced  to  become  the  other  at  lafl, 

P^K'  3^i*  Dijfimulation  (^fays  Ra'^ 
pin)  was  the  natural  Growth  of  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter'j  Heart,  Pag.  a^5 
He  never  went  to  any  End  by  plain  and_ 

open 
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open  Raads,    but  always  thro^igh  the 
dark  and  crooked  Paths  of  Policy. 

Pag.  315.  He  made  his  court  open- 
ly to  the  .^ueen^  at  the  Time  that  he 
^as  jccretly  a^ing  in  Concert  with  the 
piofi  avowd  and  Jworn  Enemies  of  her 
and  her  Family, 

Another  Inftance  of  his  Hypocrily 
and  his  Treachery  may  be  fecn,  Page 
2^6 y  where  Rapin  tefls  us,  in  his  Ac- 
count of  the  unfortunate  Duke  of 
Clarence,  that  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler, 
whilft  he  pretended  to  affifl  him,  wl- 
den'd  jecreth;  as  much  as  In  htm  lay 
the  Breach  hetwlst  the  Duke  and  the 
King. 

Hdhington  confirms  this  ;  faying, 
Pag.  1S5).  in  his  Hiftory  of  Edward 
the  Fourth  ;  Richard  Dtike  of  G.  u- 
cefter,  upon  whole  Erlend/hlp  he  (m  -an- 
ine;  the  Duke  of  Clarer.cc)  built  mojiy 
deceived  him  moji  ^  for  Giouccftcr, 
Wibojiudied  nothing  but  hi s.  own  Pur -^ 
fofesj  and  cared  not  by  what  T^toknce 
C  all 
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all  Ohjiades  of  Nature  and  Wiendpip 
'were  remoijed^  fo  the  Way  ^ere  plain' d 
to  his  Amhitton^   endeavoured  to  add 
more  Poyfon  to  their  Difcontent, 

Thus  the  Breafts  that  felt  the  deep- 
eft  Wounds  from  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
cefter^  were  generally  not  thofe  that 
oppoledj  but  thofe  that  received  him. 

I  will  not  here  launch  into  any  long 
Digreffion,  to  prove  the  Unfairnefs 
of  the  Craft/man  in  imputing  the 
Death  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  to  the 
Influence  of  the  Queen  ;  but  as  it  falls 
naturally  under  my  Confideration,  as 
being  inferted  in  the  fame  Paper  of 
OBoher  the  3d,  I  cannot  help  ma- 
king one  ihort  Remark,  to  fhow  the 
Injuftice  with  Regard  to  her,  that  runs 
through  the  whole  Account  of  her 
Condud. 

It  is  certain,  that  as   the  Duke  of 
Clarence  was,  till  his   Brother  married, 
Heir  prefumptive  to  the  Crown  ;  fo 
his  Ambit'ion  made  him  hate  the  Wo- 
man, 
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man,  whofe  numerous  Offspring  had 
defeated  all  the  Hopes  he  might  ever 
have  conceiv'd  of  wearing  it. 

And  as  both  Habingtoti  and  Rap'm 
agree,  that  he  was  not  of  a  Make  to 
conceal  his  Piflikes,  but  did  from  the 
natural  Warmth  of  his  Temper  take 
all  Occafions  to  irritate  the  Queen, 
it  is  reafonabk  to  conclude,  that  ftie 
on  her  Part  never  did  him  many  good 
Offices  to  the  King,  but  very  natu- 
rally and  wifely  employed  all  the  In- 
tercft  fhe  had  in  her  Husband  to  weak- 
en his. 

But  as  the  Imputation  of  Cruelty 
was  never  urg'd  by  any  Hillorian  in 
any  one  Example  againlt  the  Queen, 
and  that  the  Duke  of  Clarence  was  no 
Obftaclc  to  the  Succcffion  of  her  Chil- 
dren, who  had  an  inconteftiblc  Right 
before  him ;  and  as  on  the  other  Hand, 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  was  a  Bar  di- 
rcdly  crols  the  Path  of  Richard  to 
the  Throne,  (who,  according  to  Ra- 
pin^  p.  25)6.  had  already  turn'd  his  Eyes 
G  '2  •  and 
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and  Thoughts  to  that  glittering  Piof- 
pcd)  lb  it  is  much  more  probable  in 
Speculation,  as  well  as  demonftrable, 
both  from  Rnpin  and  Hahitigton^  that 
Things  were  pufh'd  to  Extremities  a- 
gainft  the  Duke  q{  Clarence^  not  by 
the  Influence  of  the  Queen,  who  had 
fo  little  to  fear  from  him,  but  by  the 
Intrigues  and  Policy  cf  the  Duke  of 
Gloiiccjicr.  v/ho  regarded  neither  Right 
Dor  Wrong,  Innocence  or  Guilt,  Vio- 
lence or  Treachery,  or  any  other  Con- 
fideration  whatever,  (as  has  been  be- 
fore obferved  from  Rap'm)  which  he 
found  the  leaft  Impediment  to  the 
Schemes  of  his  Ambition,  or  the  Dic- 
tates of  his  Interelh 

To  return  to  my  Remarks  on  the 
Conducl:of  the  Dukes  o{  Gloucefier  and 
Buckingham^  with  regard  to  their  Fa- 
tality to  the  Houfe  of  l^ort^  I  muft  ob- 
ferve,  that  though  a  Thirft  of  Power,  j 
and  the  conlcqucntial  Enmity  to  thoie 
in  whole  Hands  it  was  lodged,  made 
their  Cabals  fome times  troublelome  to 
the  ^e©ple  in  Favour  with  Ed'V^nrd  the 

Fourth, 
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Fourth,  yet  as  they  had  h'ttle  Hope 
of  ar,v  Ch'irge  to  their  Advantage  du- 
ring his  Reign,  ib  their  Attacks  were 
much  more  languid  than  after  his  De- 
ceale. 

I  M  M  F  D  I  A  T  E  L  Y     UpOU     the      Suc- 

cefHon  of  his  Son  to  the  Crown,  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter  (accor^ling  to  Ra- 
pin^  p.  ^7')  with  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham^ and  the  reft  of  his  Friends, 
conluited  what  Meafures  were  the  iike- 
licfr  to  divert  the  Stream  of  Power  from 
thole  Channels  in  which  it  had  flow'd 
during  the  late  Reign. 

The  Heads  o^GJouceJicfs  Harangue 
to  his  own  private  Senate  upon  this 
Occafion,  {page  318.)  were,  The  Re- 
formation of  the  State^  the  MaJe-yld' 
minifiration  of  the  Mintjiers  z^/' Edward 
the  Fourth^  (Toho  he  [aid  had  ne^ver 
confidered  any  thing  but  their  ouon  yld- 
vancemcnt )  his  o'wn  Ahilities  and  Fit- 
nefs  to  Govern^  and  his  fincere  Jjfec" 
tion  for  the  Pcrfon  of  the  ne^w  King  ; 
whole    Murder,  I   mud  here  obferve, 

he 
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he  then  defign'd,   and    afterwards    ef- 
feaed. 

The  Clofe  of  his  Speech  was,  fbat 
as  he  concluded  all  thofe  ^ho  ^ere 
prefent^  like  hmfelf^  had  Nothing  at 
Heart  but  the  Welfare  and  Glory  of 
the  'Nation^  (the  common  Topicks  of 
his  Rhetorick  whilfthe  was  undermi- 
ning both)  /^  their  J [fi fiance^  as  "well 
as  that  of  all  good¥.n^\^  Men,  ^as 
uohat  he  depended  upon,  and  'without 
'which  he  could  never  hope  to  bring  any 
of  thefe  falutary  Schemes  to  bear. 

The  Refult  of  this  Conference  was, 
that  as  there  was  no  Hopes  of  fucceed- 
ing  by  Violence  and  Force,  fo  their 
Art  and  their  Flattery  was  all  they 
had  to  truft  to. 

U  r  o  N.  thefe  Refolutions,  the  Dukes 
of  Gloucefer  zndi  Buckingham,  ^Lndthcir 
Party  made  the  ftrongelt  Profeflions  of 
their  Affedion  to  the  new  King,  and 
their  Allegiance  to  his  Government. 


O 


(  n) 

One  of  thefc  Dukes  wrote  a  Let- 
ter to  the  Qiiccn,  p^^.  3i5>.  JVherein 
after  the  jirji  CompliniCnts  oj  Condole- 
ance^  he  tells  her  ^i:h  isjhat  Joy  he 
fees  all  Hear  Is  united  in  the  fame  Sen- 
timents^ with  regard  to  the  neisoKtng\ 
and  that  he  himjelf fJjotdd  be  oneofthe 
frfi  to  jet  an  Example  of  Loyalty  to  the 
ref  of  the  King's  Suhjeils^  by  flji/wing 
an  unlimited  oubmiffion  to  his  IVilL 

T'Hyjfhe  did  not  doubt  but /bey  in  her 
T^urn,  ^voould  endea^ooitr  to  promote  the 
Welfare  of  the  Nation^  by  uniting  all 
Parties^  and  ad?7iitting  ^without  Di- 
flinHiony  the  able  and  honcjl  Men  of 
both  Sides  into  all  ^employments  oj  Trujl 
or  Profit ;  and  concludes  isoith  de/lring 
her  by  all  Means^  immediately  to  dij'- 
band  the  unnecejjary  7roopSy  raifcd  by 
the  Earl  of  Rivei;;  in  vVales,  jar  the 
pretended  Security  of  the  King's  Perj'on 
in  his  Return  to  London. 


The 


(  ^4) 

The  fatdl  EfFed  of  this  fpecious 
Letter,  was  the  Queen's  liltenihg  to  his 
Advice,  without  any  Sufpiqion  of  the 
latent  Venom  it  contain'd,  or  imagining 
fuch  Crimes  projeded,  as  before  his 
Time  Hiftory  had  given  us  no  Exam- 
ples of. 

The  Ruin  of  thofe",  with  whom 
the  Dukes  of  Gloticefter  and  Bucking- 
ham pretended  to  be  reconciled,  was 
the  firft  Confequence  of  the  Succefs  of 
this  well-timed  Flattery,  'pag.  321.  and 
the  Deftrudion  of  the  King  himfelf  was 
nor  far  behind. 

I N  Ihort,  through  Parricides  and 
Murders,  and  a  Sea  of  Blood  deliberate- 
ly ftied,  Richard  the  Third  waded  to 
the  Throne ;  but  being  oblig'd  to  com- 
mit as  many  Outrages  and  Violences  to 
maintain  it,  as  he  had  done  to  acquire  it, 
the  Nation  groaning  under  his  Opprel- 
fion,  and  exalperated  by  his  Cruelties, 
in  two  Years  Time  dethroned  him,  and 

placed 


(  ^5  ) 
phced  the  Crown  on  the  Head  of  Hemy 
the  Seventh. 

I  cannot  help  obfei\ang;  here,  ftho* 
not  much  to  my  Hiftorical  Puipofe) 
that  his  great  Friend  and  AfTiftant  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham^  was  the  iirit  (pag. 
345.)  who  felt  his  Ingratitude  in  that 
bad  Eminence,  to  which  he  was  the 
chief  Inftrument  in  raifing  him. 

Prosperity,  as  it  often  hapn 
pens,  foon  disjoined  two  Men,  whom 
Adverfity  had  taught  toad,  as  if  they 
had  but  one  Mind,  one  Tntcreft,  and 
one  Heart;  and  thofe  who  had  plotted 
together  the  Ruin  of  their  King  and 
their  Country,  became  afterwards  the 
tnutual  Inftruments  of  each  other's. 

That  the  Deicendants  from  the 
Duke  of  71)rk  were  very  numerous, 
has  been  elrcudy  obfervcd  ;  b::t  the 
Duke  of  Glouccjhr  being  the  youn'-eft 
Male  Heir  of  that  Line,  was  obliged 
to  lacrificc  all  thofe  before  him  in  the 
£>  *      Sue- 


(  ^6  ) 

Succeflion,  in  order  to  open    himfelf  a 
Pttfla9;e  to  the  Throne. 

When  he  was  feated  there,  the 
Abhorrence  the  People  had  conceived 
for  his  Crimes,  Perlbn,  and  Character, 
made  them  chafe  to  cut  off  in  him, 
the  only  furviving  Male  Branch  of  the 
Houfe  of  Tork,  rather  than  bow  their 
Necks  to  the  hard  Yoke  of  the  worft 
of  Men. 

Nop.  can  there  be  a  ftronger  Proof 
of  the  Rage  of  the  People  being  con- 
fined Iblely  to  Rkhard the  Third,  tvith- 
ont  the  leaft  Enmity  to  the  Houfe  of 
2^orky  than  their  infifting,  when  they 
gave  the  Crown  to  the  Earl  of  Rkh- 
mond,  that  the  firft  Female  Heir  of 
Edward  the  Fourth,  Ihould  by  Mar^ 
riage  enjoy  it  with  him. 

Since  then  the  two  great  Weights 
that  funk  the  Houfe  of  To)%  were 
the  Murder  of  Edward  tiie  Fourth's 
Sons,  and  the  Tyranny  of  the   Ufur- 

per, 
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per,  how  ignorantly,  or  unfairly  muft 
thofe  Authors  realbn,  who  impute 
the  Misfortunes  of  that  Family  to 
the  Condud  of  Edward  the  Fourth's 
Queen  ? 

The  only  falfe  Step  fhe  made,  was 
fuffering  herfelf,  upon  the  firft  Accel^ 
fion  of  Edward  the  Fifth  to  the 
Crown,  to  be  deluded  by  the  fa//e 
Profejftons  and  Artifices  of  thofe  whom 
flie  had  lb  much  Realbn  to  apprehend 
could  mean  no  Good  to  her  or  her 
Family. 

Had  ftie  treated  their  Friendfhip 
and  their  Enmity,  their  Counfel  and 
their  Slander,  with  equal  Contempt ; 
the  Madnefs  of  their  Rage  upon  liich 
a  Difappointment,  would  in  all  Pro- 
bability, have  thrown  them  upon 
fuch  Meafares,  as  muft  have  ended  in 
their  own  undoing  ;  whereas  the  ad- 
mitting them  into  any  Share  of  Cre- 
dit or  Power,  was  furnifhing  them,  in 
Proportion   to    the  Degree    in  which 

they 


(  i8) 
they  were  trufted,  with  Arms  and  Am» 
munition  to  dcftroy  her  feJf. 

I  have,  in  as  fhort  a  Manner  as  I 
could,  fhovvn  by  what  Steps  the  7/- 
tle  of  the  Houfe  of  York  i^as  funk^  (as 
the  Graftfman  fays)  for  ever  m  that 
o/'Lancafter  ;  and  at  what  Jun£\:urc 
the  Schemes  of  its  Deftroyers  might 
efFedually  have  been  defeated. 

And  thou.ch  my  firft  Intention  in 
this  Undertaking,  was  to  refute  the 
unjuft  Allegation  of  the  Craftfman^ 
in  placing  the  Ruin  of  this  Family 
to  the  Account  of  Edward  the  Fourth's 
Queen  ;  yet  I  do  not  pretend,  in  the 
Profecution  of  this  Defign,  that  thefe 
Extracts  I  have  drawn  out  of  Rapin's 
Hiftory  of  our  Anceftors,  have  never 
fcjuinted  at  the  Charaders  of  fome  of 
our  Cotemporaries. 

Not  that  I  applaud  or  think  that 
Manner  of  Writing  a  fair,  or  an  ho^ 
neft  one  •  but  to  Ihevv  thofe  who  deal 

in 


in  it,  that  if  one  did  approve,  or 
would  give  one's  felf  the  Liberty  they 
take  of  Fighting  in  Difguile,  and 
Stabbing  in  the  Dark,  how  eafy  fuch 
Hiftorical  Masks  and  Daggers  are  to 
be  found. 


FINIS. 


